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Introduction 

Similar to most European countries, the Netherlands invests heavily in research data management facilities and 

support for university personnel. For instance, each university in the Netherlands has its program on these issues 

which is described in policy documents (e.g., Open Universiteit, 2014). The importance of data literacy and research 

data management has been acknowledged by the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) and 

the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO). Together they founded the Data Archiving and 

Networked Services (DANS) institute in order to promote sustained access to digital research data (Palaiologk, 

Economides, Tjalsma, & Sesink, 2012). DANS “… encourages researchers to permanently archive and reuse data, 

e.g. through the EASY online archiving system and the Dutch Dataverse Network. [It] provides access to thousands 

of scientific datasets, e-publications and other research information in the Netherlands through the NARCIS portal. It 

also offers training and advice and researches sustained access to digital information. As a data-driven service 

provider and participant in Dutch and international projects and networks, DANS is working to improve access to 

digital research data.” (Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences [KNAW], n.d.). Although facilities and 

services exist it is not entirely clear how and how much (aspirant) researchers at universities use and appreciate 

these. In order to extend our knowledge on these issues, we decided to take part in the second phase of a study 

initiated by Chowdhury, Walton, Kurbanoglu, Unal, and Boustany (2016). Aim of this study is to fully understand 

the current levels of awareness and gaps in knowledge on research data management which will help us develop 

(and/or select) appropriate data literacy training for researchers at universities. 

Method 

Researchers at the Open University of the Netherlands were invited to participate in an online survey on data literacy 

and research data management. This survey included 24 questions on demographics (n=5) and data management 

issues (n=19). 

Results and discussion 

Data collection and analysis will be finalized end of May 2017. Results will be discussed during a special session at 

the ECIL 2017 conference. 

 

References 

Chowdhury, G., Walton, G., Kurbanoglu, S., Unal, Y., & Boustany, J. (2016). Information practices for sustainability: 

Information, data and environmental literacy. In S. Spiranec, S. Kurbanoglu, H. Landova, E. Grassian, D. Mizrachi, L. Roy, & 

D. Kos (Eds.), Abstracts (p. 22). Prague, Czech Republic: Association of Libraries Czech Universities. 

Open Universiteit (2014). Research data management: Richtlijnen voor de duurzame opslag van onderzoeksdata [Research data 

management: Guidelines for long-term storage of research data] (Report. No. U2014/06793/JRI). Heerlen, the Netherlands: 

Author. 

Palaiologk, A. S., Economides, A. A., Tjalsma, H. D., & Sesink, L. B. (2012). An activity-based costing model for long-term 

preservation and dissemination of digital research data: the case of DANS. International Journal on Digital Libraries, 12, 195-

214. doi:10.1007/s00799-012-0092-1 

Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (n.d.). Data Archiving and Networked Services (DANS). Retrieved from 

http://www.knaw.nl/en/institutes/dans 

 

Keywords: Data literacy, Data management, Research, Universities 

Wopereis, I.,  & Brand-Gruwel, S. (2017, September). Data literacy and research data 

management in the Netherlands. Paper presented at the fifth European Conference on 

Information Literacy (ECIL), Saint-Malo, France. 


