It’s not easy being green
Citation for published version (APA):
Neessen, P. C. M., Caniels, M. C. J., Vos, B., & de Jong, J. P. (2017). It’s not easy being green: The role of
intrapreneurship and environmental organizational citizenship behavior of purchasers for sustainability. In
EAWOP 2017 Abstract Book (pp. 1336). [1335] European Association of Work and Organizational Psychology.
http://eawop.org/ckeditor_assets/attachments/855/final_version_abstract_book_dublin_2017.pdf?1497813734

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2017
Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:
• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can be important differences between
the submitted version and the official published version of record. People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the
final version of the publication, or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page numbers.

Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.
If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above, please
follow below link for the End User Agreement:
https://www.ou.nl/taverne-agreement
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:
pure-support@ou.nl
providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Downloaded from https://research.ou.nl/ on date: 04 Dec. 2022

Open Universiteit
www.ou.nl

Ethics and Sustainability
Sustainable development
Fr-OR-S102-6
It’s not easy being green: The role of intrapreneurship and environmental organizational citizenship behavior of
purchasers on sustainability.
P. Neessen 1,*, M. Caniëls 1, B. Vos 2, J. de Jong 1
1Open University of the Netherlands, Heerlen, 2Tilburg University, Tilburg, Netherlands
Content: Purpose: This study focusses on the employee, specifically purchasers, within the context of circular economy. The aim of
this study is to analyze how intrapreneurship and environmental organizational citizenship behavior (OCBE) of the purchaser affects
the number of sustainable initiatives within organizations. The theory of planned behavior is used to research the relations between
intrapreneurial behavior, OCBE, environmental norms and beliefs.
Design/Methodology: This study is based on data collected via a survey. The participants are purchasers working in non-profit and
profit organizations in the Netherlands.
Results: We find a positive effect of intrapreneurial behavior and OCBE on the number of sustainable initiatives. Additionally, the
interaction between intrapreneurial behavior and OCBE elicits a stronger effect on the number of initiatives. Environmental norms
and beliefs play a significant role in the emergence of intrapreneurial behavior and OCBE.
Limitations. The study focusses on a specific function, namely purchasers. The results are limited to purchasers and cannot be
generalized to other types of employees.
Research/Practical Implications. The role of employees is changing, due to the trend that the organizations would like to stimulate
sustainable projects. This research sheds a light on these changing requirements and investigates the effects of intrapreneurship in
combination with OCBE. The results are used to facilitate organizations and purchasers to meet their sustainability goals.
Originality/Value. We combine literature on intrapreneurship and OCBE and indicate it’s importance in initiating bottom-up
sustainable initiatives.
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