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In February 1924, an amateur filmmaker filmed a snowfall 
in the city of  Barcelona. It is the first 9.5mm film to be 

dated with certainty that is preserved in the Filmoteca de 
Catalunya (FdC), which houses more than a thousand fil-

ms shot in small gauge formats from the period 1924-1940, 
and a large collection of  paper and graphic documents on 
the development of  amateur filmmaking. One hundred 

years after the making of  this film, 89 years after the orga-
nization of  the 1st International Amateur Film Congress in 
Sitges in 1935, the FdC celebrates the rich, and still largely 
unknown, history of  amateur filmmaking with an interna-
tional congress dedicated to this “underground territory”, 

which draws a new map of  global film culture.

The presentations will be given in Catalan, Spanish, 
French and English, with simultaneous translation servi-

ces in all sessions.

AMATEUR CINEMA: A GLOBAL HISTORY



3

MONDAY 11 

History and Boundaries

9.00 - 9.30 am Welcome 
• Pablo La Parra (Director, Filmoteca de Catalunya),
Mariona Bruzzo (Head of  Archive, Filmoteca de Cata-
lunya), Enrique Fibla (Co-curator Centenary of  Amateur 
Cinema in Catalonia, UAB)     

9.30 - 10.15 am Keynote 1: Amateur Film Practices or 
Reflections on Cinema   
• Valérie Vignaux (University of  Caen, Normandy)    

10.15 - 11.30 am Panel 1: “Amateur and History”        
• Fiona Kelly (Imperial War Museum, London): Amateur 
Cinema and the Documentary Impulse
• Charlotte Rubio (Centre National du Cinéma et de l’Ima-
ge Animée, CNC, Paris): Itinerary of  an Amateur Military 
Filmmaker and His Family at the  Dawn of  WW II
• Oksana Sarkisova (Central European University Bu-
dapest/Vienna): Archiving the Private Gaze. Image and 
Sound in the Home Movie Collection of  the  Private Film 
and Photo Foundation in Hungary 
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11.30 am - 12.00 pm Coffee Break

12.00 - 12.45 pm Keynote 2: The Epistemological Eupho-
ria of  the Amateur Avant-garde 
• Alfonso Puyal (Complutense University of  Madrid)    

12.45 - 2.00 pm Panel 2: “Amateur and Avant-garde”         
• Petra Belc (independent researcher): Yugoslav Amateur 
Film Festivals:  The Case of  MAFAF and GEFF
• Carolina Cappa (Elías Querejeta Film School): Diaz-No-
riega’s Bastard Songs 
• Josetxo Cerdán (Universidad Carlos III de Madrid), Che-
ma Martín Sánchez (Filmoteca Española): Between family 
portraits, social chronicles, cinephilia and experimental 
cinema: the Zulueta Vergarajauregui family’s 8 mm and 
Super 8 film collection at the Filmoteca Española

2.00 - 3.30 pm Lunch 

3.30 - 4.45 Panel 3: “Amateur Boundaries”       
• Tanya Goldman (Bowdoin College): The Amateur as 
Activist. America’s Disinherited and Interwar Labor Orga-
nizing in the American South
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• Pedro Nogales Cárdenas (Filmoteca de Catalunya):
Heroismos and the Limits of  Amateur Cinema
• Gregory A. Waller (Indiana University): Practical Film-
making, Amateurism, and Movie Makers in the 1930s

5.00 - 7.15 pm 
• Presentation of  the digital and English edition of  the 
book El cinema amateur a Catalunya (30’). With Albert Beor-
legui, Jan Baca and Enrique Fibla.
• Screening of  DCP Amateur documentaries (87’). Live piano 
music by Francesc Mora.
Free session.
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TUESDAY 12

Archives and Memory

9.00 - 9.45 am Keynotes in conversation: Doing Digital 
Humanities With Amateur Cinema. A Global Perspective
• Charles Tepperman (University of  Calgary) and Andrea 
Mariani (University of  Udine)     

9.45 - 11.30 am Panel 4: “Amateur Archives I”        
• Laura Batitucci (Filmoteca de Portugal): Digitalização 
Viajante. Digitizing Amateur Cinema on the Road 
• Paolo Simoni (Home Movies Foundation - National Fa-
mily Film Archive): Home Movies 100 Almanac Project
• Kimberly Tarr (New York University), Nikos Mitrogian-
nopoulos (University of  Thrace): Making the Anonymous 
Known: Collaborating to Amplify the History of  Amateur 
Cinema in Greece
• Inês Viana (Filmoteca de Portugal): Did you film the 
Carnation Revolution? - An Overview of  the Home Movie 
and Amateur Film Collection Campaign Carried Out by 
the Cinemateca Portuguesa

11.30 am - 12.00 pm Coffee Break 
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12.00 - 12.45 pm Keynote 4: Amateur Media in the Longue 
Durée: Historical, Experimental and Digital Approaches
• Tim van der Heijden (Open University of  the Nether-
lands)

12.45 - 2.00 pm Panel 5: “Colonial amateur”        
• Alberto  Berzosa (Autonomous University of  Madrid), 
Miguel Fernández Labayen (Universidad Carlos III de Ma-
drid): Three Looks from Amateur Cinema at the Spanish 
Colonization of  Equatorial Guinea 
• Sofia Sampaio (University of  Lisbon): Researching ‘diffi-
cult’ archival moving images: the domestic/family films of  
Agesilau de Araújo and Silvino Santos (1927-1929)
• Inês Sapeta (New University of  Lisbon): Issues of  Method 
in the Work with Home Movies (After a Sequence that 
Captures a Family’s Visit to the Portuguese World Exhibi-
tion, 1940)

2.00 - 3.30 pm Lunch     
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3.30 - 4.30 pm Panel 6: “Amateur Archives II”
• Keith M. Johnson and Zoe Viney-Burgess (University of  
East Anglia): Finding the Women Amateur Filmmakers: 
Developing Tools for Representing Women’s Amateur 
Filmmaking in Audiovisual Archive Metadata
• Alejandra Rosenberg (Brown University): A family 
affair? Women amateur filmmakers in Catalonia in the 
1930s and 1950s.

4.30 - 5.45 pm Panel 7: “Amateur and Pedagogy”           
• Davide Bianchi (University of  Pisa): Italian Fragments of  
Small-gauge Education. Amateur Filmmaking, “Children’s 
Cinema” and Emilio Sidoti’s Archival Life
• Eli Boonin-Vail (University of  Pittsburgh): Incarcerated 
Amateurs: Media Labors of  the San Quentin Inmate Film 
Workshop (1965-1970)
• David M. J. Wood (University College London): For an 
“Amateurish”, Educational Cinema: UNESCO Trainees at 
CREFAL as Filmmakers in 1950s Mexico

6.30 - 7.30 pm Public screening of Daughter Rite
(Michelle Citron, 49 min). 
The session will be presented by Marga Almirall. 
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WEDNESDAY 13

Technology and Politics

9.00 - 9:45 am Keynote 5: Notes for an industrial and ma-
terial history of  the first domestic and educational cinema 
in Barcelona. The fortune of  Pahté KOK, NAU and BABY
• Rosa Cardona and Iolanda Ribas (Filmoteca de Catalunya)

9.45 - 11.30 am Panel 8: “Amateur Technology”          
• Jean-Baptiste Masson (University of  Rennes-2 / Cinéma-
thèque de Bretagne): The Synchronisation of  Sound and 
Image in Amateur Cinema: Methods and Devices
• Brigitte Paulowitz (Lichtspiel / Lichtspiel Cinémathèque 
Berne): Lichtspiel and Technical Challenges of  a Small 
Film Archive
• Mirco Santi, Nicolas Nogues (INEDITS, Home Movies 
Foundation - National Family Film Archive, Cinémathèque 
de Bretagne): Family Memories, the Color of  Memory. Te-
chnological Development of  16 mm in Amateur Practices 
of  the 1920s and 1930s
• Raoul Schmidt (Austrian Film Museum): Filming in All 
Weather Conditions
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11.30 am - 12.00 pm Coffee Break

12.00 - 1.15 pm Panel 9: “Militant Amateur”       
• María Soliña Barreiro (University of  Santiago de Com
postela) and Xacobe Bruña (independent researcher): 
Carlos Varela Veiga: Amateur, Militant, Domestic. A Filmic 
Universe for a Future that Wasn’t
• Annamaria Licciardello (Italian National Film Archive): 
Women with a (Amateur) Movie Camera
• Lucía Malandro, Daniel Delgado, Fabio Miguel Quinte-
ro, José G. Gómez. Los subterráneos: Archive of  Cuban 
Amateur Cinema

1.15 - 2.00 pm Closing Remarks 

2.00 - 3.30 pm Lunch 

Register here
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