
���������� �������
���������	�����	��
��������������������

How to guide effective student questioning?

Citation for published version (APA):

Stokhof, H. (2018). How to guide effective student questioning? Design and evaluation of a principle-based
scenario for teacher guidance. Open Universiteit.

Document status and date:
Published: 01/06/2018

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Document license:
CC BY-NC-ND

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can be important differences between
the submitted version and the official published version of record. People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the
final version of the publication, or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page numbers.

Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above, please
follow below link for the End User Agreement:

https://www.ou.nl/taverne-agreement

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

pure-support@ou.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Downloaded from https://research.ou.nl/ on date: 04 Dec. 2021

https://research.ou.nl/en/publications/d4710625-aa92-4997-ba8c-db5c301f50f4


 

 

How to guide effective student questioning? 

Design and evaluation of a principle-based 
scenario for teacher guidance 

  

Dissertatie Harry Stokhof hstttl Vx.indd   1 20-4-2018   6:54:32



 

The work presented in this thesis was conducted at the Welten Institute of the Open University of the Nether-
lands in Heerlen, and at the Faculty of Education of the HAN University of Applied Sciences in Arnhem and 
Nijmegen. The research was founded by a PhD-voucher granted by the Executive Board of HAN University. 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
© Harry Stokhof, Wijchen, The Netherlands 
Cover Design: Bas ter Avest 
Printing, layout: Datawyse | Universitaire Press Maastricht 
ISBN: 978 9462 95 887 6 
  

UNIVERSITAIRE
PERS MAASTRICHT

U P

M

Dissertatie Harry Stokhof hstttl Vx.indd   2 20-4-2018   6:54:32



 

 

How to guide effective student 
questioning? 

Design and evaluation of a principle-based 
scenario for teacher guidance 

 
 

PROEFSCHRIFT 
 

ter verkrijging van de graad van doctor  
aan de Open Universiteit  

op gezag van de rector magnificus 
prof. mr. A. Oskamp 

ten overstaan van een door het 
College voor promoties ingestelde commissie 

in het openbaar te verdedigen 
 

op vrijdag 1 juni 2018 te Heerlen 
om 16.00 precies 

 
door  

Henricus Johannes Martinus Stokhof 
geboren op 25 december 1965 te Amsterdam 

  

Dissertatie Harry Stokhof hstttl Vx.indd   3 20-4-2018   6:54:32



 

 
 
 
 
Promotores 
Prof. dr. Th.J. Bastiaens, Open Universiteit, Fern Universität Hagen 
Prof. dr. R.L. Martens, Open Universiteit 
 
Co-promotor 
Dr. B. de Vries, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
 
Leden beoordelingscommissie 
Prof. dr. J.J.H. van den Akker, Universiteit Twente (emeritus)/ SLO 
Prof. dr. D.H.J.M. Dolmans, Universiteit Maastricht 
Prof. dr. J.M. Voogt, Universiteit van Amsterdam 
Prof. dr. A.F.M. Nieuwenhuis, Open Universiteit  
Dr. H. van der Meij, Universiteit Twente 
  

Dissertatie Harry Stokhof hstttl Vx.indd   4 20-4-2018   6:54:32



 

5 

Preface 

….We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring  

Will be to arrive where we started  
And know the place for the first time…. 

Eliot T.S. (1942). Little Gidding V 
 
One day, during my History studies at the University in the late 1980’s, I found a scrap 
of a newspaper on the doorstep of my house. Instead of just throwing it away, I took a 
moment to take a quick glance at it. To my surprise it contained a poem of T.S. Eliot. I 
was struck by its mysterious message. I decided to copy the poem and kept it for years 
on my pin-up board. In retrospect, it has become clear to me that this wonderful poem 
describes my personal motives to deepen my knowledge about the subject of this the-
sis. 

When I became a primary school teacher in 1997, I quickly discovered that there 
was little opportunity for pupils to explore their own interests. However, the idea of 
only “spooning” knowledge was not very appealing to me. Gradually, I started to exper-
iment with forms of education in which students could explore their interests by self-
formulating and investigating questions. Even though this type of teaching required 
more effort from me, the reward was worth it, for I observed that pupils became more 
intrinsically motivated for learning. Over the years I managed to persuade my col-
leagues to experiment with similar teaching methods, because of the motivational ef-
fect on the pupils. At that time this question-driven approach seemed rather successful 
at my primary school. 

In 2007 I made a career move and joined Teachers College for Primary Education. 
This move offered me interesting chances to share my teaching experiences and oppor-
tunities to foster question-driven education. However, when I visited my former prima-
ry school two years later, I found out most student questioning had disappeared. I was 
very much surprised, for I knew these colleagues to be capable teachers who were 
highly motivated to foster active learning. Something had happened that made them 
decide that question-driven teaching was no longer feasible. Determined to find out 
what had happened and how to resolve this, I decided to start research into teacher 
guidance of student questioning. That was the start of a quest which has led to this 
thesis. 

Now, many years later, I have come to understand why question-driven teaching 
and learning can be so challenging for teachers and what kind of support seems to be 
necessary to make it a success. I have arrived at the beginning, but it seems as if, I see it 
for the first time.  
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