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Preface

....We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time....
Eliot T.S. (1942). Little Gidding V

One day, during my History studies at the University in the late 1980’s, | found a scrap
of a newspaper on the doorstep of my house. Instead of just throwing it away, | took a
moment to take a quick glance at it. To my surprise it contained a poem of T.S. Eliot. |
was struck by its mysterious message. | decided to copy the poem and kept it for years
on my pin-up board. In retrospect, it has become clear to me that this wonderful poem
describes my personal motives to deepen my knowledge about the subject of this the-
Sis.

When | became a primary school teacher in 1997, | quickly discovered that there
was little opportunity for pupils to explore their own interests. However, the idea of
only “spooning” knowledge was not very appealing to me. Gradually, | started to exper-
iment with forms of education in which students could explore their interests by self-
formulating and investigating questions. Even though this type of teaching required
more effort from me, the reward was worth it, for | observed that pupils became more
intrinsically motivated for learning. Over the years | managed to persuade my col-
leagues to experiment with similar teaching methods, because of the motivational ef-
fect on the pupils. At that time this question-driven approach seemed rather successful
at my primary school.

In 2007 | made a career move and joined Teachers College for Primary Education.
This move offered me interesting chances to share my teaching experiences and oppor-
tunities to foster question-driven education. However, when | visited my former prima-
ry school two years later, | found out most student questioning had disappeared. | was
very much surprised, for | knew these colleagues to be capable teachers who were
highly motivated to foster active learning. Something had happened that made them
decide that question-driven teaching was no longer feasible. Determined to find out
what had happened and how to resolve this, | decided to start research into teacher
guidance of student questioning. That was the start of a quest which has led to this
thesis.

Now, many years later, | have come to understand why question-driven teaching
and learning can be so challenging for teachers and what kind of support seems to be
necessary to make it a success. | have arrived at the beginning, but it seems as if, | see it
for the first time.
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Introduction to thesis
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